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Other news is that Inspire Foundation chairman Paul Wright was hosted at a meeting 
of Hornby Rotary on Tuesday 29 February. Approximately 35 Rotarians attended, 
many of them commenting on the similarity of focus between Rotary and the Inspire 
Foundation. Rotary has a scholarship programme in which young people sent overseas 
are supported and funded by the club, as well as supporting the Outward Bound 
Foundation. Paul says the Rotarians were amazed at the scale and size, support and 
recognition achieved by the Inspire Foundation in only five months, and were delighted 
to hear that we have already recognised 11 young Cantabrians. Many members 
approached Paul afterwards about young people they know who might fit the Inspire 
Foundation criteria.

As members of Inspire Foundation will be aware, regular development sessions are 
held to assist successful applicants in planning for their future careers. This is in 
addition to winning the monetary grants. Paul Wright took the first session for the 
group on 20 December.

According to Sam Johnson, “There are many trusts and organisations who support 
young people, but none who take the time to help develop our skills outside our 
chosen field and help us grow. The Inspire Foundation team I believe can be 
exceptionally proud of building a programme that not only helps us young Cantabs 
achieve our goals but encourages us to be creative, and be successful in areas aside 
from our present focus.”

He added that the session was a tremendous help and thanked Paul for sharing his 
“knowledge, skill and experience”.

Inspire Foundation’s next celebration, to acknowledge our third round of grantees, is to 
be held on Friday 13 April at NZi3 ICT Innovation Institute at the University of Canterbury, 
corner Creyke and Engineering Roads, Ilam. The function runs from 5.30pm to 7.30pm, 
and all members are welcome. Invitations will be emailed shortly.

The Inspire Foundation is an  

amazing opportunity to support 

the wonderful young talent of 

Canterbury and we invite you to join 

us – we welcome new members. 

If you know of anyone who should 

be invited to the next Inspire 

Foundation function, email Inspire 

Foundation chairman Paul Wright at  

paul.w@inspirefoundation.co.nz or 

phone 0274 320 488.

• The newsletter is compiled by Karin O’Donnell. Email odonnell.karin@gmail.com.

Applicants for grants can go to our website, 
www.inspirefoundation.co.nz to apply.

To all our valued members and supporters
We continue to welcome new corporate and individual members in our quest to 
recognise the outstanding talent we see in young Cantabrians. Our latest round 
of applications for funding closed recently, bringing in 15 applications from a 
tremendous range of inspirational young people. We expect to recognise 10 of 
these worthy young applicants at our next function.

So far, we have awarded funds to 11 successful applicants, 
all of whom are doing well in their chosen fields. 
• We would particularly like to acknowledge former president of the Student 

Volunteer Army (SVA) Sam Johnson. We’re delighted to see him recognised for 
his outstanding work with the SVA and commend him on being named Coca 
Cola Amatil Young New Zealander of the Year. Sam was one of our  
first grantees.

• Another grantee, swimmer Sophie Pascoe, was the inaugural winner of the 
newly introduced Halberg Trust Disabled Sportsperson of the Year category.  
At the Westpac Halberg Awards on 9 February, she won the award for winning 
two gold medals in world record time at the Pan Pacific Para Swimming 
Championships.

• Dancer Tasman Davids, from our first round of grantees, is working hard at his 
ballet classes in Russia, and was thrilled to have the opportunity to perform in 
The Nutcracker at the Mariinsky Theatre in St Petersburg.

• Polly Ott, currently in Germany, has been accepted at the Universitat der 
Kunste in Berlin to study for her Masters degree in opera. Naturally she is very 
excited to have this opportunity.

• Industrial design student Jack Taylor is at San Jose State University in Silicon 
Valley, California. At present he is involved with a brand revival paper for Atari, 
a drill redesign, a chair design for a Battery Park competition in New York,  
and is taking a sketch and rendering class.

• Swimmer Natasha Lloyd attended the NSW Opens recently, achieving two 
personal bests and at the National Age Groups in Wellington two of her 
breastroke times qualified for the Pan Pacific Games in Hawaii.  
She is now preparing for the biggest meet of the year - the NZ Open Champs 
(also Olympic Trials).
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Billy Graham our next  
guest speaker
On Friday 13th April at NZi3 ICT at Canterbury 
University (see below for details).

Billy Graham is New Zealand’s best-loved 
platform speaker and fitness advisor. He 
is bold, bouncy and brimming over with 
inspiration, energy and enthusiasm. He 
has spent a lifetime involved in sport and 
physical fitness. A former New Zealand 
and Australasian light welterweight boxing 
champion, he has achieved international 
success through goal setting and 
determination and has turned common 
sense into an art form.


